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6 The pretended holy man employed his attendant Genii fully ; many of his demands on their services were diilicult, and too often revolting to them ; yet whilst he retained the lamp in his possession, they were bound to obey his commands. He once heard of a king's daughter, who was young and beautiful ; he therewith summoned the Genii, and required that they should convey the princess to him. They reluctantly obeyed his command, and the princess was the Sheikh's unwilling companion in the mosque. On another occasion, he desired the Genii to bring without delay, to the ground in front of his present abiding place, a very curious mosque situated many leagues distant, the stones of which were so nicely cemented together, that no trace of the joining could be discovered. The Genii received this command with regret, but they were obliged to obey, and departed from the Sheikh's presence to execute his unworthy orders.
6 It happened that the mosque which the Sheikh coveted wras the retreat of a righteous man, who had separated from the world to serve his God, venerable in years and devout in his duties. The Genii commenced their labour of removing the mosque ; the good man who was at his devotions within, fancied an earthquake was shaking the building to its foundation, but as he trusted in God for preservation, he breathed a fervent prayer as he remained prostrate before Him.
c The shaking of the mosque continued, and he was inspired by a sudden thought that induced him to believe some supernatural agency was employed against the holy house ; he therefore called out, " Who and what are ye, who thus sacrilegiously disturb the house of God 1 " The Genii appeared, and made known to what order of beings they belonged, whose servants they were, and the purpose of their mission.
4 " Begone this instant! " replied the pious man, with a tone of authority that deprived them of strength : " a moment's delay, and I will pray that you be consumed by fire 1 Know ye not that this is a mosque, holy, and erected wherein to do service to the great and only God ? Would Sheikh Suddoo add to his enormities by forcing the house of God from its foundation ? Away, ye servants of the wicked Sheikh, or meet the fire that awaits you by a moment's further delay ! "